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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER 


S afety across the state is our key priority. 

We are committed to ensuring Victoria is a 
safe place to live and work. 

The hard work of police is achieving results with 
crime continuingto drop. 

We have been workingto achieve significant 
reductions in robbery, burglary and theft of and from 
motor vehicles. These reductions contributed to a 
5.7 per cent decrease per 100,000 population in the 
overall crime rate in Victoria last year. 

The crime statistics show that last year, robberies 
were down 6.3 per cent on 2008 and house burglaries 
dropped 7.2 per cent. 

Other burglaries were down by 16 per cent, while 
theft from motor vehicles and theft of motor vehicles 
dropped 15 and 13.5 per cent respectively. 


This reduction is a testament to the 
professionalism, commitment and skill of 
our police in tackling crime. 

There is still a great deal more that can and will 
be done. We will continue to tackle violent crime and 
target anti-social behaviour and reckless motorists 
who endanger others. 

Building safer communities is not just a job for 
police and I remind everyone that the public has a 
role to play in keeping themselves and others safe. 

I urge the community to take the steps to ensure 
Victoria remains a safe place to live. 


SIMON OVERLAND, APM 
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UNSUSPECTING MOTORCYCLISTS FLOUTING THE LAW WERE CAUGHT 
OUT BY COVERT ROAD POLICE. 


EDITORIAL CHELSEA ARNOLD 

PHOTOGRAPHY LIZ GEORGES 


CAMOUFLAGE COPS 

.01 Leading Senior Constable 
Ian Whitehall records speeds 
on the radar. 

.02 Sergeant John Morgan talks 
to a motorcyclist. 


T he brakes are being applied 
to speeding motorcyclists 
and dangerous drivers in a 
covert speed detection operation 
in the Yarra Ranges. 

Road police, donning military- 
style camouflage gear, have 
been bunkered down in bushland 
along the Black Spur and Reefton 
Spur since November to deter 
road users from travelling at 
dangerous speeds. 

Operation Surreptitious II, 
made possible by Transport 
Accident Commission funding, 


sees two police members obscured 
in the bushes, one with binoculars, 
video recording the offenders and 
the other using a laser taking traffic 
speeds before radioing ahead to 
police in marked cars to intercept 
the offending vehicle. 

Officer in charge of the Yarra 
Ranges Traffic Management Unit 
(TMU) Sergeant John Morgan said 
that at any time “the police may 
have already detected your speed 
and radioed ahead to the intercept 
teams to pull you over and 
charge you”. 

“This isn't like speed camera 
cars where you have the option of 
slowing down beforehand, you will 
not see any police vehicles until it is 
too late,”Sgt Morgan said. 


"This isn't like speed camera cars where you have 
the option of slowing down beforehand, you will 
not see any police vehicles until it is too late," 


MAKING NEWS 


FOR THE LATEST POLICE NEWS VISIT 

www.vicpolicenews.com.au 



Asatl March, Operation 
Surreptitious II had resulted in 116 
offences including six motorcycles 
and three vehicles impounded 
for speeds above 130kph, 35 
motorcyclists and 47 cars caught 
speeding, and six bikes and 12 cars 
were caught crossing double lines. 

Roads through the Yarra Ranges 
are one of two areas state-wide 
that attract motorcyclists who 
enjoy the terrain. Sgt Morgan said 
due to the size of the geographical 
area, which spans 2500 square 
kilometres and boasts narrow, 
mountainous, winding roads, 
traditional enforcement and a 
highly-visible presence was not 
having the desired impact so police 
had to think outside the square. 

In 2007-08 there were 35 
motorcycle collisions, three 
fatalities and 12 other collisions 
on the identified roads. It was 
not unusual for riders to clock up 
speeds of between 160 to 190kph. 

“Coming up with a strategy 
that could allow us not only to 
enforce speed limits but that 
would also attack the psyche 
of motorcyclists by making 
them realise that they could be 
prosecuted for speeding on these 
types of roads which, coupled with 
the intensive media campaign of 
vehicles being impounded, does 
alter the mindset of riders and 
drivers,” Sgt Morgan said. 

When Operation Surreptitious 
began in March 2008 it was the first 
road policing program of its kind in 
the state. It resulted in 62 speeding 
motorists and 10 impoundments. 

Road accident statistics in the 
area have dropped dramatically 
since. In 2008-09 motorcycle 
collisions dropped to 17 and there 
was only one fatal collision. There 
were also only six other collisions 
on the roads, down from 1 2 the 
previous year. ■ 
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SMALLTALK 


VOXPOP 


WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST MEMORABLE 
CASE OR ARREST? 



SENIOR CONSTABLE BRENDAN BINNEY 

OPERATIONS RESPONSE UNIT 
I was involved in Operation Roamer in the 
Latrobe Valley. It resulted in more than 
$1 million of assets and tens of thousands 
of dollars in drugs being seized. 



SENIOR CONSTABLE DEB BATTY 

OPERATIONS RESPONSE UNIT 
We had a call about a family violence incident in 
Altona North. The man had fled the scene so we 
followed his vehicle and a witness saw him throw 
something out of the car. We later recovered a bag 
full of about 10,000 ecstasy tablets. 


POLICEFACT 


DID YOU 
KNOW? 


IT IS AN OFFENCE TO DAMAGE THE 
VEGETATION AT A MAJOR EVENTS VENUE. 

THE FINE FOR DAMAGING THE FLORA 
AT AFL OR CRICKET MATCHES OR Tffi 
AUSTRALIAN OPEN IS $234. 


POLLPOSITION 


LAST EDITION'S 
POLL QUESTION: 

CAN YOU JUDGE AN OFFENDER 
BY THEIR SHOES? 

THE RESULTS WERE: 

YES 40 % NO 60% 




THIS EDITION'S ONLINE POLL QUESTION IS: 

Do you think Victoria Police members need new uniforms? 

Vote online now at www.police.vic.gov.au/policelife on the Internet. 



POLICE LIFE LOVES HEARING WHAT 
YOU THINK AB0UTTHE MAGAZINE, 
YOUR LOCAL POLICE AND VICTORIA 
POLICE IN GENERAL. 

WRITE, FAX OR EMAIL POLICE 
LIFE AT: POLICE LIFE, PO BOX 415, 
MELBOURNE, 3005. 

FAX 9247 5982 
EMAIL: 

policelife-mgr@police.vic.gov.au 


m. 


FOLLOW US ON 
FACEBOOKAND 
TWITTER. 


terS&n? 


@Jen2006 VictoriaPolice Yay! 

For locating the snatched $100k 
handbag. May this help the lady 
have more faith in our systems 
- banks and police. 

@DeonWentworth Thank you to my 
knights in blue and white shining 
armourthis morning (©Victoria 
Police has lovely members. 

@Mel Blevins Nice to see the boys 
(and girls) locking up a few crooks 
in the CBD on Friday night. 


ROYALLY REVERED 

Prince William has asked me to 
write and thank you most sincerely 
for all that you did to make his 
short visitto Melbourne, and the 
surrounding area, the undoubted 
success that it was. 

The Prince is only too well 
aware of how much hard work and 
planning goes into the policing of 
a high profile visit of this kind, and 
he is profoundly grateful to you and 
your excellent team for making it all 
run so smoothly. 

I would be most appreciative if 
you could also pass on His Royal 
Highness’thanks to your team, for 
the pivotal roles they played in the 
policing operation - they were all 
quite brilliant. 

As you know, this trip was the first 
official overseas visit of its kind for 
Prince William and the fact that it 
passed so smoothly and without 
incident is in large part due to all 
your professionalism. 

Prince William sends you and 
your team his very best wishes 
and would have me reiterate his 
sincerest thanks. 


JAMIE LOWTHER-PINKERTON, 
ESQ, PRIVATE SECRETARYTO HRH 
PRINCE WILLIAM OF WALES 
Editor’s Note: See story on page 28. 


HEARTFELT THANKS 


CRUISING ALONG 


My wife Angie and I lost everything 
in the Black Saturday fires at 
Yarra Glen. 

Sadly, we also lost my son, 

Greg, his girlfriend Melanee and her 
brother Jaeson on that fateful day. 

This letter has been a long time 
coming. It’s important for me to let 
you know how proud Angie and I 
are of all the members of Victoria 
Police, especially following the 
Black Saturday fires. 

I wish to thank the police 
personnel assigned to our property 
once the bodies of Greg, Mel and 
Jaeson had been found. Angie and 
I were back on the property on the 
Sunday and found a police car 
and police personnel close to the 
burned ruins of our house - the 
bodies were still inside atthattime. 
Your personnel were particularly 
respectful towards us and the 
situation we confronted. They 
were sensitive in explaining to 
us why they were there and what 
the next step would be. 

Angie commented to me that 
it was as if they were protecting 
the bodies of Greg, Mel and Jaeson 
rather than simply protecting a 
possible crime scene. Again, 

Angie and I are very proud of all 
Victoria Police members for the 
marvellous job they do in general, 
let alone following the Black 
Saturday tragedy. 

GRAHAM AND ANGIE LLOYD, 
YALLAMBIE 


On behalf of ConnectEast, the 
owner and operator of EastLink, 

I would like to commend the 
actions of your members in safely 
resolving the incident involving a 
young man whose Ford Explorer 
cruise control malfunctioned. 

Clearly this situation could 
have resulted in a catastrophic 
outcome and it was largely 
thanks to the calm approach 
and initiative shown by your 
members at D24 and on the 
scene, which averted a tragedy. 

DENNIS CLICHE, MANAGING 
DIRECTOR, CONNECTEAST 
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BEHINDTHEBADGE 


GABRIELLETYACKE 


RANK Senior Constable 

AGE 38 

GRADUATED 2002 


HOW DO YOU ASSIST VICTORIA POLICE? I am Victoria Police’s full-time 
Gay and Lesbian Liaison Officer (GLLO) in Region 1.There are 19 other 
police state-wide who hold the GLLO portfolio. 

There is often a misconception or misunderstanding of what our role 
entails but simply GLLOs provide advice, support and referrals to 
members of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and intersex (GLBTI) 
community and also provide advice and assistance to police who are 
investigating crime within the GLBTI community. 

My role also involves liaising with and training police about the work 
GLLOs do. 

Historically, the gay and lesbian community as a group is distrusting 
of police. They need someone who will take the time and effort to liaise 
with the community so this is why the GLLOs were introduced. 

If members are involved in reporting a homophobic crime we can make 
use of our contacts in the GLBTI community and gay media in seeking 
out information or for other witnesses and victims to come forward. 

All police members can deal with homophobic crime, and do it well, but 
we are here to provide added support, assistance and advice. 

WHAT CHALLENGES DO YOU FACE IN YOUR WORK? More than 70 per 
cent of homophobic crime is not reported. How often do we stand up 
against racism or sexism but when we hear something homophobic 
we are more likely to ignore it? Police are in the position to tackle 
homophobia which is a unique form of violence. 

GLLOs work to increase the GLBTI community’s trust in Victoria Police. 
Part of my role is to attend different community organisations and 
events and we have a weekly show on Joy FM 94.9 with Crime Stoppers 
and the Anti Violence Project. 



There are a number of homophobic crimes being committed that we 
never hear about. It is an ongoing challenge to encourage reporting for a 
number of reasons including the fear of being outed, that they won't be 
believed or taken seriously or even that they deserve it because of their 
lifestyle. 

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT YOUR WORK? I love working with 
the community, meeting people and attending community events and 
promoting Victoria Police as an organisation that assists the whole 
community. 


EQUIPMENTSHOWCASE 


DIGITAL EVIDENCE 
CAPTURE UNITS 



AS ANALOGUE TECHNOLOGY BECOMES OBSOLETE 
VICTORIA POLICE HAS SWITCHED ON DIGITAL EVIDENCE 
RECORDERS. 


F or the past 20 years police have 
used analogueTaped Recording 
of Indictable Matters (TRIM) 
equipment to record interviews. 

With the advent of digital 
technology Victoria Police is 
replacing all analogue units with 
digital recording equipment called 
Digital Evidence Capture (DEC). 

The DECs provide a full audio 
and visual record of the interview, 
recorded to DVD. 

Victoria Police is required to 
record a suspect’s admission to an 
indictable offence in order for it to 
be admissible as evidence in court. 


Portable DEC units are used 
in circumstances when the 
interviewee cannot attend a 
police station, prisoner interviews, 
or hospitals. 

Sunshine police’s Senior 
Sergeant Les Hutchinson described 
DEC as the “best innovation” he had 
seen during his career. 

“It gives a view of the offender 
that you’d not normally get to see as 
they are being interviewed,” he said. 

“It’s the same process but it gives 
you a little bit of protection as it 
presents a picture of the suspect 
on the day as they appeared, rather 
than when they front in court.” 



CRIME IN VICTORIA DROPPED BY 5.7 PER CENT 
PER 100,000 POPULATION LAST YEAR. 



C rime statistics released last month showed 
that last year Victoria recorded a 6.3 per 
cent drop in robbery, a 7.2 
per cent decrease in house 
burglaries, and theft of 
and from motor vehicles were 
down by 13.5 and 15 per cent 
respectively. 

Figures for the October to December 
quarter reflect a nine per cent drop in street 
assaults compared to the year before, and 
significantly, a 20.9 percent reduction in 
the city. 

OTHER STATISTICS INCLUDE: 

11 A nine per cent decrease in crime 
against property 

11 A 3.9 per cent decrease in drug offences 
" A16 per cent decrease in burglary 
(other than residential) 
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BRIEFING 


VICTORIA POLICE 


TOP 10 STORIES FROM 

www.vicpoLicenews.com.au 



A n extra 120 poLice willtackLe public 
order, crime and road poLicing foLLowing 
the Launch of the Operations Response 
Unit (ORU) Last month. 

The ORU will focus on pubLic order, road 
poLicing and crime. 

MeLbourne’s western and northern suburbs 
and country Locations were the first to be 
targeted by the ORU when they conducted 
a number of pubLic order and road poLicing 
operations. 



Police raided 16 
houses in Victoria’s 
south on 5 February as 
part of a major drug 
investigation. 
Numerous search 
warrants were 
executed by more 
than 100 detectives 
and local police on 
residential premises 
in Hampton Park, 

Narre Warren, Berwick 
and Endeavour Hills. 
The four-month 
Drug Taskforce 
operation targeted a 
sophisticated cannabis 
trafficking network. 
Thirteen people were 
arrested and police 
seized more than 1100 
cannabis plants. 



3 . 10,000 hoons off the road 


T en thousand hoons have been taken off Victorian roads since 
anti-hoon Laws were introduced 3 14 years ago. 

At a rate of aLmost eight per day, poLice have confiscated vehicLes from 
drivers who choose to exceed the speed by more than 45kph, engage in 
dangerous driving practices or street race against other motorists. 

An ELtham man driving a 1997 BMW in Doncaster became the 10,000th 
hoon to have his vehicLe impounded on 25 January when poLice detected 
him traveLLing at 115kph in a 50kph speed zone. 

MaLe drivers represent about 96 per cent of all hoons, the average 
age of hoon drivers is 24, and the majority of impounds take pLace 
over the weekend. 


4 . Assets add up 



Proceeds of crime figures reveal more 
than $53 million in cash and assets were 
confiscated by the Criminal Proceeds 
Squad last year. 

Of the property seized in 2009, more 
than $45.2 million was in real estate, 

1.5 million in shares and $6.6 million in 
cash, vehicles and other property. 



TRADIEA BIT OFA DOPE 

Atradesman who stoLe a hauL of seized drugs 
during a job at a QueensLand poLice station 
consumed so much he couLd not sLeep for 
three weeks, a court heard. 

Tony Jackson, 37, was cutting a hoLe in the waLL 
of a poLice exhibits room at Maroochydore poLice 
station in July 2008 when he decided to steaL the 
biggest bag he couLd find. 

The QueensLand Supreme Court was toLd Jackson, 
a drug addict at the time, soLd most of the drugs 
but aLso consumed so many that he did not sLeep 
for 21 days. 

The Gold Coast Bulletin 


BEHINDTHE BADGE 

PoLice badges are a source of pride and integrity 
for serving members. 

For one US poLice member, it was aLso a means of 
protection. 

A North Las Vegas poLiceman can thank the 
strength and positioning of his organisation’s 
badge after it defected a bullet whiLe on patroL 
in February. 

The Las Vegas Sun reported that the 31-year-oLd 
received onLy minor injuries after an exchange of 
gunfire with a suspect at an apartment compLex. 

The member initially heard shots at about 9.55pm 
before confronting the “suspicious person”. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 


WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD OF POLICING? 



UNITED KINGDOM 

A scheme designed to prevent pickpockets 
in Bury has been hailed a success by Greater 
Manchester Police after muggings dropped 
43 per cent over Christmas. Shoppers were 
given 600 purse alarms, which clip to the inside 
of a bag and emit a piercing 110 decibel sound 
if a thief tries to steal it. 


Q USA 

! Police in Kennewick, Washington, did not 
[ have to try too hard to catch a burglar, 17, who 
I spent about five hours on a furniture store's 
I computer after breaking in. The clueless teen 
| logged on to his MySpace account and tried to 
| sell stolen items online. 


5. Rural police 
to trial tactical 
equipment 


• • 



P olice in Morwell and Bendigo will be 
equipped with conducted energy devices 
(CEDs) from July as part of a 1 2-month trial. 
About $300,000 will go towards the 
purchase of 30 CEDs and their associated 
parts and storage. 

The pilot follows more than two years’ extensive 
research into the effectiveness and safety 
issues surroundingthe use of the devices. 


7 Money 

recovered 

after 

handbag 

theft 



Police arrested three 
people in relation to the 
alleged theft of more 
than $100,000 in 
cash from a Mildura 
supermarket on 
1 March. 

About $99,400 of 
the stolen cash was 
recovered along with the 
handbag and the victim's 
personal belongings. 


6. Liquor lockout in Ballarat 


P olice are pleased with Ballarat Liquor Accord changes about the serving 
of alcoholic shots and the ‘lockout 1 times at licensed venues. 


Licensees agreed that shots of alcohol and other drinks 
with high alcohol content would not be served after 1 am in 
Ballarat licensed venues. 

All late night venue operators except 
for one, also agreed to trial a 2.30am 
lockout, reducing the time of the existing 
lockout by 30 minutes. 




8. Oldest 
hoon 
nabbed 
for drink¬ 
driving 

A 90-year-old drunken 
hoon driver lost his 
licence in Lower 
Templestowe on 
27 February for 
travelling at 83kph 
in a 60kph zone. 

The driver, a 90-year- 
old Craigieburn man 
blew nearly three 
times over the limit, 
recording a blood 
alcohol concentrate 
of .112. 

He received two 
infringement notices 
for exceeding the 
speed limit, drink¬ 
driving and immediate 
loss of licence. 


9. Simon says 


Chief Commissioner Simon Overland marked 
one year serving in Victoria Police’s top job 
on 3 March. 

In an article to mark the anniversary, 

Mr Overland told The Age “the theme 

of the past 12 months has been a back-to- 
basics approach”. 



10. Drug charges 
in Beaufort 


M embers from the Beaufort and Ballarat 
Regional Response Units charged two men 
following a drug trafficking investigation in 
Beaufort on 26 February. 

Police seized a large quantity of cash, 
amphetamines, cannabis and weapons. 

Two Beaufort men, aged 52 and 33, were 
charged with drug trafficking and weapons 
offences. 

They were bailed to appear at the Ballarat 
Magistrates’ Court at a later date. 


NUMBER CRUNCHING 



0242 

• 72 % 

12 

46,044 

I Police issued 3110 anti-social 
| behaviour penalty notices 
! during summer for being drunk, 

! drunk and disorderly, disorderly 

I conduct, and failing to move on 
\j/ after being directed to by police. 

Police detected a female drink-driver almost five 
times over the legal limit just after 8.30pm on 

17 March. Frankston TMU detected a car being 
driven suspiciously. The 35-year-old driver was 
pulled over and taken to the booze bus where 
she recorded a .242 blood alcohol content. \ 

House burglaries 
dropped by 7.2 per 
cent in 2009 to 

512.9 per 100,000 
population, down 
/ from 552.7 in 2008. \ 

Police have arrested a 12-year-old boy following 
an attempted armed robbery at Roxburgh Park 
railway station about 6pm on 15 March. The boy 
was charged with attempted armed robbery as 
well as burglary and theft relating to a separate 
/ incident the previous Sunday. x 

Victoria Police recorded 
46,044 thefts from motor 
vehicles in 2009. This is 

13.2 percent less than 
53,063 incidents recorded 
z the previous year. 
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CULTURAL CONSTABLE 

.01 Constable Manjot Singh set 
his sights on becoming a police 
member and achieved his goal. 

.02 Policing the rail network is all 
in a day’s work for Constable 
Manjot Singh. 



.02 


SINCE LEAVING HIS HOMELANDTO 
STUDY IN AUSTRALIA,THIS CONSTABLE 
HAS NEVER LOSTSIGHTOF HIS DREAM 
TO BECOME A DETECTIVE. 


COVER STORY 

EDITORIAL CHELSEA ARNOLD 

PHOTOGRAPHY SUZY WOOD 


L ike many Indian students 
Constable Manjot Singh had a 
dream to travel to Australia. 

However, the reality of it was 
not all that he had imagined. After 
arriving on a student visa, he was 
depressed, having left his family 
behind in Punjab, India, had no 
job and no money for food. 

He spent eight nights sleeping 
at Williamstown train station and 
looked at the “concrete jungle” 
that was Melbourne’s CBD and 
wondered what he had done. It 
was a lonely time. 

While studying for a diploma in 
mass communications and then 
criminology, he made ends meet by 
driving vans, working in security at 
the casino and for two years driving 
a taxi - during one shift he was 
attacked by passengers who did 
not want to pay their fare. 

One day, his housemates were 
bashed over a hamburger while 
riding a train. This incident would 
prove the catalyst for his work 
with the Indian community and 
his introduction to Victoria Police. 

Fast forward five years and life 
could not be any better for the 
25-year-old. 


He is married to Macedonian wife 
Olivia Dhillion and together they 
have a six-month-old son Zoravar. 

In a sad twist of fate, however, 
Zoravar’s twin brother died at just 
17 days old while Const Singh was 
still a police recruit in training. 

In November, he realised his 
childhood dream of becoming a 
police member, graduating from the 
Victoria Police Academy in front of 
his family who had flown from India 
forthe occasion. 

After graduation, Const Singh 
completed 13 weeks working the 
booze buses, and is now stationed 
at the Transit Safety Division, a job 
he is relishing. 

He is proud to wear the Victoria 
Police uniform and this reflects in 
every aspect of his work. 

His uniform is perfect, with 
polished shoes and perfectly ironed 
creases in his uniform, he sports 
a beamingsmile, and he happily 
accommodates commuters’ queries 
and concerns at Flinders Street 
Station. He has ambitions to be 
a Homicide Squad detective. 


“From a very young age I wanted 
to join the police. My mum’s uncle 
was a superintendent back home 
and I used to like looking at his 
notebooks and his guns,” he said. 

“I am enjoying my work very 
much and I love talking to people.” 

Const Singh is fluent in Punjabi 
and Hindi and when not wearing 
his uniform he involves himself 
in the Indian community, working 
with students and Sikh temple 
presidents. 

A series of violent incidents 
involving Indian students recently 
has led to claims the attacks are 
racially motivated, but Victoria 
Police maintains the incidents are 
mostly opportunistic due to their 
time, location and nature. 

“The parents of these students 
are really worried but the truth is 
the majority of students are very 
happy and safe,” Const Singh said. 

It is Const Singh’s heritage and 
experience coming to Australia as a 
student that sees him well-placed 
to educate others. 

In his own time, Const Singh is 
working with a friend to script and 
produce a YouTube video titled 
We’re safe which aims to show 
parents the majority of Indian 
students living and studying in 
Melbourne are safe. 

In 2008, there were almost 
46,000 Indian students living 
in Victoria. 

Const Singh said Victoria 
Police continues to address the 
issue through enforcement and 
working in partnership with key 
Indian community leaders but he 


concedes students need to keep 
themselves and their belongings 
safe to minimise their chances of 
becoming victims. 

“I work with the students a lot. 
When you come to a new country 
you don’t know how to do simple 
things like cross the road and 
you are scared. When I arrived at 
the airport I didn’t know what to 
do or where to go and you’ve got 
the language barrier as well. It is 
difficult,” he said. 

“I want to educate these 
students that police here are very 
different to police back home. 

We need to educate the students 
coming here about their attitudes 
and encourage them to get involved 
in the community. 

“My mum always said your 
attitude determines your altitude. I 
have always used that in my life. It’s 
something I live by and something I 
try to teach others.” 

And if Const Singh’s commitment 
and enthusiasm is anythingto 
go by, he looks set to achieve 
great heights. ■ 


In November, he realised his childhood dream of 
becoming a police member, graduating from the 
Victoria Police Academy in front of bis family who 
had flown from India for the occasion, 
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SERVING SOLO 

.01 “I’ve got the respect of the 
bulk of the town and the 
other part keeps me in the 
job,” A/Sgt Chris Goyne said. 

.02 A/Sgt Chris Goyne’s wife Kylie, 
son Luke, 1 2, and daughter 
Zoe, 10, enjoy the close-knit 
community of Gunbower. 


SERVING 

SOLO BUT NEVER LONELY 



GUNBOWER’S SOLO POLICEMAN HAS FOUNDTHATTHE ONE-MEMBER 
POLICE STATION IS ANYTHING BUT LONELY 


CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 

EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


T he curtains moved in the front 
windows of houses as Police Life 
entered the town of Gunbower in 
Victoria’s north. 

Curiosity had Gunbower’s 
population of 300 reeling. 

Whispering could be heard 
and residents felt the need to go 
out to their front yard just as the 
Police Life team walked by. 

“When someone new comes 
into town I get a phone call,” the 
lone policeman at Gunbower 
police station, Acting Sergeant 
Chris Goyne, said. 

“It’s usually a concerned local 
wondering who the stranger is and 
if they’re here to cause trouble. 

“There are occasions when I’ll get 
a few phone calls asking about the 
same person in a matter of minutes 
so, to allay their concerns, I go out 
and approach them to see what 
they’re up to.” 

A/Sgt Goyne has lived in the 
house next door to the one-member 
police station and worked in 
Gunbower for eight years. 

During that time he has 
memorised the name, family 
history and phone number of 
every Gunbower resident and 


&L Go on patrol with 

Gunbower policeman 
Acting Sergeant Chris Goyne 

at www.vicpolicenews.com.au/ 

bluetube on the Internet, 
v___y 


can navigate his way through 
his 80 square kilometre response 
zone effortlessly. 

But serving solo is not an 
easy task. 

His eight-hour day is filled with 
investigating various offences, 
visiting licensed premises to check 
they are complying with liquor laws, 
monitoring speeding drivers in road 
black spots and around schools as 
well as patrolling the town. 

Gunbower, best known for having 
the largest inland island in the 
southern hemisphere, swells during 
warmer months when tourists visit 
for water activities and annual 
events includingthe Gunbower 
Races in October and duck season 
in March. 

“I’ve had everything here from 
major deceptions to murders, 
multiple deaths in car accidents, 
suicides, everyday thefts and 
burglaries,” A/Sgt Goyne said. 

Out of office hours, he is also 
on-call for emergencies at any 
time of the day or night. 

“There’s not much down time, 
you’re expected to always be there 
forthe community. If the police 
station’s not open and there’s a 
problem in Gunbower, people will 
call me or just walk next door and 
knock on the house door,” he said. 

“If it’s an emergency I will drop 
everything to assist.” 

While policing the town is a 
24-hour, seven-day-a-week job, 
A/Sgt Goyne also finds time to 
work as a Country Fire Authority 
(CFA) fire fighter, a school camp 
organiser, and is involved in many 
other community activities and 
committees in the small town. 


“The first thing, and the priority, 
is that I’m the town’s policeman, 
but I’m also a husband and father 
and I also play the roles of local 
friend, next-door neighbour and 
more,” he said. 

“I’ve been the ‘local taxi’ in 
instances when campers have been 
stranded in the bush and assisted 
as the local ambulance when it’s 
been necessary. People come to 
me for legal advice and will ask me 
questions that they would be able 
to ask of 10 different professionals 
in a bigger town.” 

While the term one-member 
indicates that A/Sgt Goyne works 
alone, he says it is anything but. 

His wife, who is well-known in 
Gunbower, answers a tirade of non¬ 
urgent phone calls or knocks on the 
door when her husband is not home 
and passes on a range of messages 
for him. 

“If I’m not at the police station, 
people will go and knock at the 
house to see if I’m there or they 
will go to my wife’s workplace and 
ask where I am. She didn’t sign 
up for this, but she’s been really 
supportive.” 

For the Goyne family, this is 
everyday life in a small town, but, 
it is not only his family that A/Sgt 
Goyne can turn to for support. 

In one of several instances about 
three years ago, while preparing for 
a well-earned holiday, he found out 
just how supportive his community 
could be. 

After handing over responsibility 
to a nearby police station, he was 
winding down when he received 
a phone call from Swan Hill 
detectives. 


“There was a man on the 
loose who had committed 
multiple burglaries and thefts 
around the Swan Hill and Cohuna 
area.This bloke had also raped 
a young girl and was on the run,” 
A/Sgt Goyne said. 

“They sent me a picture of the 
guy and asked me to keep a look 
out for him.” 

With only hours remaining 
before he went on holiday, A/Sgt 
Goyne spread the word around 
town, showing the photo to 
numerous people. 

“I knocked off around 3pm that 
day and at about 5 that evening I 
had a phone call from one of the 
locals about a man entering nearby 
commission flats,” he said. 

“Before I could even get out of 
the station, another person from 
across the road called saying that 
the guy I was looking for was out on 
the street.” 

With no equipment and back-up 
more than 40 minutes away, A/Sgt 
Goyne devised a plan. 

“I went down and approached the 
guy in a tank top and pair of shorts. 

I said g’day and pretended I knew 
him. After a while he realised I was 
a policeman and turned to run away 
so I jumped on him, wrestled him 
to the ground and handcuffed him,” 
he said. 

“Several thoughts went through 
my head - I’m by myself. Could I be 
in trouble here? But I looked around 
and there were about eight local 
blokes standing behind me ready 
to jump in and help. We found him 
within five minutes of him coming 
into town.” 

There is little crime in Gunbower 
which A/Sgt Goyne attributes to 
his good relationship with the 
town’s youths and the community’s 
vigilance. 
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I keep thre town at stands 
wh^reJkaow that if m^ids w 
around mey’re not going to be 


“YouJrray work the bulk of your 
.hift one-up, but you’ve always got 
he good majority of the township 
matching your back for you,” he said 
“We have a zero crime rate for 
:hildren between the ages of 10 to 
6. There just isn’t any crime and 
he reason behind that is because I 
lo things proactively. 


have drugs sold to them on th< 
street. 

“Even though it’s calfed a or 
member police station^^yiol 
really. The town looks afters 
other. You never feellonely.” 
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AS DIFFERENT AS 



SHIFT WORK IS A REALITY FOR ALL EMERGENCY SERVICE 
WORKERS, ESPECIALLY POLICE. POLICE LIFE’S MARK TESORIERO 
CLOCKED ON FOR A DAY AND NIGHTSHIFT ATONE OFTHE STATE’S 
BUSIEST POLICE STATIONS. 


A SAFER VICTORIA 


EDITORIAL MARK TESORIERO 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


POLICE PATROL 

.01 Senior Constable Niall 
Wainwright ponders the 
night’s jobs. 

.02 Leading Senior Constable Phil 
Marshall and Senior Constable 
Jos Kramer attend a noise 
complaint in Frankston North. 

.03 The divisional van patrols 
Frankston streets in the early 
hours of Thursday morning. 


7AM 

Sergeant Mark Van Rooyen is 
carefully studying the duty roster 
in front of him. 

He is surprisingly bright and alert 
for 7am on a Wednesday. 

The towering sergeant, who 
stands at about 196cm, is in the 
middle of his week of morning 
shifts. 

As a 24-hour police station, 
Frankston members rotate every 
seven days between a variety of 
hours based around morning (7am 
to 3pm), afternoon (3pm to 11 pm) 
and night (11 pm to 7am) shifts. 

They receive four days off every 
fortnight, which can sometimes be 
taken in a consecutive block. 


“I don’t mind the night shifts so 
much,” Sgt Van Rooyen said. 

“It’s good to have some variety. If 
you need to pay some bills or visit 
somewhere during business hours 
you can get it done. 

“But it can be difficult at times 
to spend time with your partner 
and family.” 

10.20AM 

It is anything but quiet this 
morning. 

Senior Constable Belinda 
Rampal hurriedly moves about 
the office space with a bundle of 
documents in hand. 

She is in the process of 
organising a warrant to search 
the property of a known offender 
believed to be breaching his bail 
conditions. 


I don't mind the night shifts so much. It's good to 
have some variety." 


Q 12 ^ APRIL 2010 POLICELIFE 


# 
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Once the warrant arrives, 
courtesy of the neighbouring 
Frankston Magistrate’s Court, 
three squad cars are deployed, in 
addition to the Dog Squad. 

They return two hours later 
with one offender in custody and 
a collection of drugs including 
GHB, marijuana, ecstasy and 
amphetamines. 

“I guess that’s one of the benefits 
of working at Frankston. It’s a 
diverse and challenging Police 
Service Area where one has the 
opportunity to substantially 
develop their policing skills,” 

Sgt Van Rooyen said. 

“Over 20 years in the job, this 
is one of the most hard-working 
stations I’ve been involved with. 

“The troops are very motivated 
and band together to get the 
job done.” 

1.15PM 

Leading Senior Constable David 
Taylor has had a busy morning. 

Working the 8am to 4pm shift, 
the Crime Scene Officer and his 
colleagues have spent the morning 
fingerprinting and photographing 
stolen vehicles and burgled 
premises for evidence. 

continued ... 




















16.00 17.00 


.04 Crime Scene Officer Leading 
Senior Constable David Taylor 
examines a stolen vehicle. 

.05 Sergeant Mark Van Rooyen and 
Senior Constable Belinda Rampal 
escort a man into Frankston 
police station for questioning. 


continued... 

Each morning, the officer in 
charge of the Crime Scene Officers 
receives myriad requests for 
investigation of matters relating 
to stolen vehicles, burglaries and 
vandalism. 

They work morning and 
afternoon shifts, but not nights. 

“It’s a bonus that we don’t have 
to do the night shifts but we have 
more than enough work to keep 
us pretty busy when we’re here,” 
LdgSen Const Taylor said. 

2.07PM 

Out on patrol with the afternoon 
sedan, the radio has gone quiet. 

Senior Constable Anthony 
Deason continues driving around 
target patrol areas such as the 
Frankston Railway Station and 
foreshore, while Constable Lauren 
Dell enters registration numbers 
into the Mobile Data Terminal. 

“During the quieter times of the 
day we’ll enter the number plates 
of passing cars in the system 
and check to see if the vehicles 
are registered to anyone with 
outstanding warrants, disqualified 
licences or anything like that,” 

Sen Const Deason said. 

Sen Const Deason, a former 
night shift worker at Safeway 
supermarkets, said he had grown 
accustomed to shift work. 

“It’s not too bad. If you need 
to work a morning shift because 
you’ve got something at night they 
can usually roster around it,” said 
Sen Const Deason, who is rostered 
till 10pm on this night. 


18.00 


19.00 


20.00 


21.00 


22.00 


23.00 


"We go from job to job, from brawls at tbe pubs 
and house parties, to assaults on the street, car 
accidents and drink-driving," 


“But sometimes I prefer to have 
the sleep in.” 

10.55PM 

One feels out of place without a 
coffee in the watchhouse tonight. 

The night shift crew, with mug 
in hand, has assembled around 
Sergeant Lisa Blick for a briefing 
about the day’s activities and 
expected events for the evening. 

Most look surprisingly chirpy 
and are in high spirits for this hour. 

11.32PM 

A call arrives about an alleged 
domestic disturbance involving a 
knife in which a car is also claimed 
to have been stolen. 

When Leading Senior Constable 
Phil Marshall and Senior Constable 
Jos Kramer arrive at the Frankston 
boarding house, they are greeted by 
booming voices spouting a barrage 
of colourful language. 

All six members of the heavily 
intoxicated group want to tell 
their story to the attending 
police members. 


They are not interested in waiting 
their turn. 

The members separate the group 
and chat to individuals long enough 
to establish - a) the call about the 
knife was a hoax, and b) the car has 
been taken by the complainant’s 
boyfriend, who is regularly allowed 
to drive the vehicle. 

1.15AM 

This type of incident seems to be 
the theme of the night. 

For the remainder of their shift, 
the experienced members on 
Frankston’s 311 divisional van 
spend the early hours of Thursday 
morning attending and diffusing 
domestic situations within the 
Frankston Police Service Area. 


There is a call-out to a noise 
complaint and a random breath 
test of a suspicious vehicle, but 
the majority of their time is spent 
on disturbances. 

All are at residential properties. 
Most involve alcohol. 

“At night you tend to get people 
that have a few too many drinks 
after work and get into arguments 
at home or when they’re out,” Ldg 
Sen Const Marshall said. 

“But tonight is reasonably quiet 
compared to Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday nights. 

“We go from job to job, from 
brawls at the pubs and house 
parties, to assaults on the street, 
car accidents and drink-driving. 

“It never stops, but at least we 
can say no shift is ever the same.” ■ 
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PICTURE THIS 




VALUING OUR PEOPLE 

PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


DUTY CALLS 

.01 Senior Constable Michelle 

Bradley dived into Port Phillip Bay 
without hesitation. 


^1 had just been dealing with a 
I public disturbance in nearby 
parkland with Sergeant Danny 
Riddle and Senior Constable 
Shane Byrne when the call came 
through so we were on the scene 
in less than a minute. It was quite 
dark but we could just see the 
body floating face-up in the water 
about 40 metres out from the end 
of the pier. 

There were no boats in the 
water so we knew someone had 
to go in. I’m a former surf lifesaver 
and am pretty comfortable in these 
waters as I fish here and surf at 
the back beach. 

On approach to the woman I 
thought she was dead. She was 
unresponsive and didn’t have a 
pulse. Paramedics were waiting on 
the shore to administer CPR so I 
started to bring her in straight away. 

I reached a sand bank about 
50m from the shore and was 
absolutely knackered when I heard 
a faint gurgle coming from the girl. I 
checked her pulse again and it was 
faint, but she was alive. 


RYE RESCUE 


At 3am on 2 February, 

Victoria Police received a 
‘000’ emergency call from 
a fisherman at Rye pier. A 
19-year-old woman had been 
spotted floating in waters 
about 300 metres off-shore. 
Rosebud police’s Senior 
Constable Michelle Bradley 
leapt in and dragged the 
woman to safety. Her actions 
undoubtedly saved the 
teenager’s life. This is her story. 


"It was a good feeling knowing that she was 
conscious and going to pull through. It really 
was a team effort from everyone involved." 


Danny waded in and helped drag 
her to shore and the paramedics 
went to work straight away. 

It was a good feeling knowing 
that she was conscious and going 
to pull through. It really was a team 
effort from everyone involved. I 
wouldn’t have been able to pull 
her into shore without the help of 


Anyone with personal 
problems can call 
Lifeline on 131 114. 


Danny and Shane, who were guiding 
me through the dark water with 
torches, providing instructions and 
fielding what seemed like a million 
phone calls. A lot of my colleagues 
have been in far more dangerous 
situations than swimming out to 
someone so I didn’t mind jumping 
into the water and helping out.” ■ 
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SURROUNDED BYTHE MAJESTIC GRAMPIANS 
AND IN REACH OF VICTORIAS MAJOR 
ATTRACTIONS, IT IS LITTLE WONDER WHY 
ARARAT’S POLICE MEMBERS ARE RELUCTANT 
TO LEAVE. POLICE LIFE’S MARKTESORIERO 
TOOKTHE TWO-HOUR DRIVE TO DISCOVER 
ONE OF THE STATE’S “HIDDEN JEWELS”. 



CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 

EDITORIAL MARK TESORIERO 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


COUNTRY COPS 

.01 Sgt Warren Groves and Sen Sgt 
Matthew Wood Leave the foyer of 
the Ararat Magistrates’ Court. 

.02 Sen Sgt Matthew Wood at the 
lookout at One Tree Hill. 


L ike most country towns, Ararat’s 
main street is an attraction not 
to be missed. 

Neat and carefully designed, 
Barkly Street has an assortment 
of local businesses to service the 
more than 7000 residents in 
the district. 

There is no shortage of historical 
buildings, with the Ararat police 
station wedged between the 
heritage-listed former post office 
and courthouse. 


Much like its Barkly Street 
premises, the Ararat police 
members are firmly entrenched 
in their community. 

Take Senior Sergeant Matthew 
Wood for example. 

As officer in charge of the station, 
he is more to the town than just its 
highest ranking member. 

Outside of working hours he 
wears a variety of hats, including 
member of the Ararat Prison 
Community Advisory Group, Marian 
College Stewardship Council and 
board member of the YMCA. 

He can also be seen running 
around the football field on the 
weekend, umpiring matches for 
the Lexton Plains and Mininera 
and District football leagues. 

“A lot of the police members 
here are involved in the community 
through a number of groups such 
as sporting and social clubs,” 

Sen Sgt Wood said. 

“Everyone knows everyone 
here so it’s not unusual for our 
members to encounter people 
they know quite well during the 
course of their daily duties.” 


Maintaining strong ties with 
Ararat’s youngsters is a main 
priority, with Sen Sgt Wood and 
Youth Resource Officer Leading 
Senior Constable Paul Kelly 
regularly visiting schools in 
the district. 

Sen Sgt Wood attends local 
high schools such as Marian 
College and Ararat Community 
College to deliver lectures on topics 
such as road safety and crime. 

When Police Life visited, Sen 
Sgt Wood presented a criminal 
law lecture to senior students 
at Marian College about the 
powers of arrest. 










A °P°Sed 




Arar ™ poiwVXr 



10.48am 

The site of the new police station, a state-of-the-art facility, which will serve as the 
Police Service Area and Divisional Headquarters, is expected to open in October. 


11.34am 

Sen Sgt Matthew Wood bumps into Ararat Rural City Mayor Gwenda Allgood. Police 
have a robust partnership with the local council and work together on issues such 
as liquor licensing and public safety. Cr Allgood is also the mother of Ararat police’s 
Leading Senior Constable Shane Allgood. 
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“It’s important to maintain 
contact with children through 
schools because it increases 
confidence at all levels - in the 
children and in the police,” he said. 

“(Ldg Sen Const) Paul Kelly does 
a lot of work with school children in 
the North Grampians Police Service 
Area to ensure that connection is 
always there.” 

This connection with the 
community has helped foster an 
extremely low crime rate. 

Nonetheless, Ararat is a 24-hour 
police station. 

Its general duties branch is 
staffed by six sergeants and 25 
members of other ranks, its Traffic 
Management Unit has one sergeant 
and five and its Crime Investigation 
Branch is led by a sergeant and two. 

There are also three support 
staff. 


“It’s a pretty well behaved town,” 
Sen Sgt Wood said. 

“Like all places you can have 
pockets of areas that cause you 
concern, but we’ve found that with 
strong policing and community 
involvement, we can keep on top 
of things.” 

While crime is low, Ararat has 
an extensive patrol area with parts 
of the neighbouring Grampians 
within its jurisdiction. 

The area was previously the 
subject of intense bushfires in the 
summer of 2005-06 in which two 
people were killed and countless 
homes and livestock destroyed. 

“At the time it was huge for us, 
but it pales in significance to the 
Black Saturday Bushfires last 
year,” Sen Sgt Wood said. 

Another area keeping the local 
members occupied is the State 
Government-run Ararat Prison. 

The prison, built in 1967, holds 
inmates with low-to-medium 
security requirements, including 
a high proportion of sex offenders 
and those requiring protection or 
with special needs. 


It is about six kilometres from 
Ararat’s town centre and close to 
Aradale - the former psychiatric 
hospital that is now a campus 
of Northern Melbourne Institute 
of Tafe. 

Although administered by 
Corrections Victoria under the 
auspices of the Department of 
Justice, Ararat police are regularly 
called out to the prison. 

Sen Sgt Wood estimated his 
members attended the prison 
about three times per week. 

“We work closely with the prison 
and investigate all offences that 
are reported, which can range from 
assaults to rapes,” he said. 

“We attend and interview 
parties involved and have 
extensive protocols to follow when 
investigating alleged crimes.” 

Sen Sgt Wood said the 
community was very tolerant 
of the prison. 


“The people in Ararat are 
comfortable in knowing where the 
offenders are, and that when they 
are relocated they won’t be put in 
Ararat,” he said. 

“We’ve got a strong liaison with 
the Department of Justice and work 
very closely together to keep the 
community safe.” 

The prison, one of the oldest 
in the state, is set for an upgrade 
with the State Government 
committing to an additional 350 
beds for the facility, due to be 
completed in 201 2. 

It is not the only Ararat landmark 
getting a facelift. 

Construction is under way for 
a state-of-the-art $10.4 million 
police facility next to the court 
house on Barkly Street. 


"When my partner and I came up here for a meet 
and greet, we were struck by how welcoming and 
friendly the people were," 



1.47pm 

It is back to school for Sen Sgt Matthew Wood, who delivers a criminal law lecture 
about powers of arrest to senior students at Marian College. 


3.30pm 

Sen Sgt Matthew Wood heads six kilometres out of town to Ararat Prison to see 
John Parsons, acting general manager Grampians, Department of Justice.The 
prison houses inmates with low-to-medium security requirements, including a high 
proportion of sex offenders and those requiring protection or with special needs. 
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The multi-level complex will 
serve as the Police Service Area 
and Divisional Headquarters. 

Sen Sgt Wood said the upgrade 
made Ararat an even more 
attractive prospect for members. 

“I like to think of it as a forgotten 
jewel,” he said. 

“It’s only two hours from the 
West Gate Bridge in Melbourne, 
one-and-a-half hours to the beach, 
and two-and-a-half hours from the 
Murray River. 

“And we’ve got the magnificent 
Grampians on our doorstep.” 

Recently-arrived Sergeant 
Warren Groves agreed. 

“When my partner and I came 
up here for a meet and greet, we 
were struck by how welcoming and 
friendly the people were,” he said. 

“For someone that has lived and 
worked all their life in the city, you 
couldn’t get me back there if you 
paid me twice as much.” ■ 



ON PATROL 

.03 Sgt Warren Groves chats with a 
local down Barkly Street. 

.04 Sen Sgt Matthew Wood patrols 
down Ararat's main street. 

.05 Sen Sgt Matthew Wood examines 
the plans for the new Ararat 
police station. 




413pm 

Ldg Sen Const Paul Kelly returns from a school visit. The Youth Resource Officer 
works with children throughout the North Grampians region and can be seen driving 
the distinctive Proactive Policing Unit stationwagon around town. 


5.35pm 

A short uphill drive out of town reveals one of Ararat’s most spectacular sights - 
One Tree Hill. The elevated viewpoint provides 360 degree views of the surrounding 
landscape, includingthe Grampians and Ararat town centre. It is also a popular spot 
for hoon drivers and is regularly patrolled by police. 
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AFTER MORE THAN 35 YEARS, A GENTLE SOUL WAS FORMALLY LAID TO 
REST POLICE LIFE’S MARKTESORIERO SPOKE WITH BELIER TASKFORCE 
DETECTIVES ABOUTTHE MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE OF A NEW 
ZEALAND TEENAGER WHO EMIGRATED TO AUSTRALIA. 


A SAFER VICTORIA 

EDITORIAL MARK TESORIERO 

PHOTOGRAPHY LIZ GEORGES 


I n a quiet corner of Springvale 
Botanical Cemetery, Ira Te Amo 
places a handmade bouquet by the 
public burial rock overlooking the 
grounds’ carefully manicured lawns. 

The floral tribute rests beside 
a plaque dedicated to Ricki 
Kelvin Kunaiti, her New Zealand- 
born cousin who mysteriously 
disappeared after moving to 
Australia in 1974. 

Although a solemn time for 
MsTe Amo, there is a recognisable 
sense of joy in her face. 


“We used to do everything 
together,” she said, recalling 
childhood memories spent in the 
Wairoa and Hawks Bay area of 
New Zealand’s North Island. 

“When we couldn’t find him we 
were resigned to the fact that he 
was dead, but we always kept him 
in our memory. 

“It’s just fantastic to know 
where he is now and to feel the 
peace and love.” 

It has taken more than 35 years 
but MsTe Amo and her family now 
have answers. 


[22: 


In 1974, Mr Kunaiti, 17, left 
behind his mother, Millie, in 
New Zealand and travelled to 
Australia in search of employment 
opportunities. 

He found work in Melbourne 
and detectives believed he was 
living somewhere around the 
inner-city suburbs. 

He was killed at Richmond 
Railway Station on 14 November, 

1974, at 10.1 Opm after being 
struck by a train as it approached 
the platform. 

At the time of his death, he 
was in possession of $158, a 
room key and a pay slip bearing 
just his surname. 

Investigators made initial 
inquiries with inner-city boarding 
houses as well as the Department 
of Immigration and British High 
Command. 
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CASE CLOSED 

.01 The family of Ricki Kunaiti were 
relieved to finally the memory of 
their loved one to rest. 

.02 Through a public appeal via 
the Herald Sun, Belier Taskforce 
detectives were able to establish 
the identity of a man killed 
in 1974. 

.03 I ra Te Amo at Springvale Botanical 
Cemetery with BelierTaskforce 
detectives Sergeant David Butler 
and Senior Constable Allan Creed. 


.01 


His photo and fingerprints were 
distributed across Australia but 
returned no match. 

Duringthis period, New 
Zealanders did not require a visa 
to permanently relocate across the 
Tasman so no official records of his 
arrival in Australia could be located 
with the available information. 

Mr Kunaiti’s employer, nor the 
residence to which he held a key, 
never reported him missing. 


His mother never again heard 
from her son but refused to believe 
he was dead, even after a relative 
living in Melbourne visited her after 
hearing a description of the victim 
on the radio. 

He was subsequently never listed 
as a missing person in Australia or 
New Zealand. 

After a coronial inquest 
determined Mr Kunaiti’s death 
“accidental”, his remains were 
interred at Springvale Cemetery’s 
public burial area. 

The case remained cold until 
2007 when Victoria Police’s 
BelierTaskforce took control 
of all investigations involving 
unidentified human remains and 
missing persons from 1960 to 2005. 

Inquiries were again made with 
the Department of Immigration 
and the Australian Passport Office, 
but no records were uncovered of 
a Kunaiti arriving in Australia, or 
being reported missing. 

As a last resort, BelierTaskforce 
contacted the Herald Sun for a 
public appeal about five unsolved 
cases, includingthe one involving 
Mr Kunaiti. 

Florence Foster, Ms Te Amo’s 
cousin, saw the article while 
living in Shepparton and 
immediately recognised the 
computer-generated image 
of Mr Kunaiti’s face. 

It was the stroke of luck 
investigators needed. 

“I knew it was Ricki, I was 
absolutely convinced,” Ms Te 
Amo said after being notified 
of the article. 

She immediately contacted 
Crime Stoppers and was put in 
touch with Belier Taskforce’s 
Detective Sergeant Tony Combridge 
and Detective Senior Constable 
Allan Creed. 


"It's just fantastic to know where he is now 
and to feel the peace and love. It has taken 
more than 35 years but Ms Te Amo and her 
family now have answers." 


"Certainly Ira was very grateful to Victoria Police 
and Belier Taskforce investigators for helping bring 
closure to her and her family." 


Heading the investigation, Det 
Sen Const Creed scoured aviation 
records and found that Mr Kunaiti 
arrived at Tullamarine Airport from 
New Zealand on 18 June, 1974. 

He obtained photographs of Mr 
Kunaiti from MsTe Amo, which 
odontologists from the Victorian 
Institute of Forensic Medicine and 
Victoria Police’s Crime Identification 
Squad noted were similar to the 
deceased’s mortuary photo. 

Det Sen Const Creed conducted 
proof-of-life checks in Australia 
and New Zealand through agencies 
such as the Registry of Births, 
Deaths and Marriages, state 
intelligence records, Medicare, 
Centrelink and the public 
benefit system. 

No records of Mr Kunaiti in 
Australia or New Zealand post- 
1974 were found. 

In an inquest hearing on 
1 2 January Coroner lain West 
confirmed what Ms Te Amo and 
her family had suspected all along: 
that the man killed at Richmond 
Station on November 14,1974 
was their cousin, Ricki. 

“We made Ira aware of the 
Coroner’s finding and she 
expressed a desire to come down 
to Springvale to view the area 
where he was interred,” Det Sen 
Const Creed said. 

BelierTaskforce organised a 
memorial plaque to be affixed to 
Public Rock 2, which faced the 
grassed area where Mr Kunaiti 
was buried. 

Semi-retired police chaplain 
Reverend Jim Pilmer conducted a 
short service on 25 February, which 
was attended by Ms Te Amo, Belier 
Taskforce detectives, Springvale 
Botanical Cemetery Chief Executive 
Officer Russ Allison and Police Life. 

Det Sen Const Creed said it was 
rewarding to provide Mr Kunaiti’s 
family with answers they had 
sought for so long. 


Dead youth identified 




.02 
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“Certainly Ira was very grateful 
to Victoria Police and Belier 
Taskforce investigators for helping 
bring closure to her and her family,” 
he said. 

“It was very satisfying, especially 
from an investigators point of view, 
to be able to assist a family locate a 
relative they had not heard from for 
over 35 years.” ■ 
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WHEN ATEENAGER’S CAR WAS STOLEN AND WRITTEN OFF, A CASTLEMAINE 
POLICEMAN WAS DRIVEN TO GO BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY 


CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 


EDITORIAL BELINDA BATTY 
PHOTOGRAPHY MIDLAND EXPRESS 


GENEROUS GIFT 

.01 Senior Constable Grant Healey 
and Colin Rantall present 
Nathan Mitchell with keys to 
his new wheels. 


T he look of devastation on a young 
man’s face after seeing his badly 
damaged stolen car moved a senior 
constable from Castlemaine to lend 
a helping hand. 

Nathan Mitchell from Harcourt 
reported his car stolen to local 
police several months ago. 

The 18-year-old had only had 
his license a couple of weeks before 
he was shattered by the sight of 
his pride and joy, an early model 
Holden Commodore, damaged 
beyond repair. 

After doing all the right things 
such as saving $6000 to buying a 
good reliable first car to get him to 
university, the car was discovered 
completely destroyed and 
abandoned in local bushland. 

Senior Constable Grant Healey 
saw the heartache written all over 
Nathan’s face and decided to help. 


Sen Const Healey, who has been 
stationed at Castlemaine police 
station for almost eight years, went 
to visit the owner of Castlemaine 
Mitsubishi to have a chat about the 
possibility of replacing the young 
man’s car and was pleased to find 
that owner Colin Rantall was happy 
to help. 

Castlemaine Mitsubishi, with the 
help of Sen Const Healey, donated 
a reliable car to get Nathan to 
university in Melbourne instead 
of him having to borrow cars from 
family members. 


The Nissan Skyline, which has 
been checked from top to bottom 
and is insured and ready to go, 
was handed to Nathan in March. 

Nathan thanked Sen Const 
Healey and Mr Rantall for their 
effort to get him a replacement car. 

“I’m just really grateful. They 
didn’t have to organise the car for 
me, so it was really good of them to 
do it,” he said. 


I m just really grateful. They didn't have to 
organise the car for me, so it was really good 
of them to do it." 
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STING HITS HOONS 

WHERE IT 


r 

DRAG RACING 


HURTSj 

TO CALL IT A PINCH WOULD BE A MASSIVE 
UNDERSTATEMENT 


A SAFER VICTORIA 

EDITORIAL SARAH CAMPBELL 


J ust after 10pm on Monday, 

8 March police from eight 
different units came out from 
their hiding spots and road 
blocked more than 200 cars 
taking part in illegal drag racing 
in Nathan Drive, Campbellfield. 

Having completed almost three 
months of surveillance on the 
would-be hoons, police came from 
everywhere and cordoned off all 
exit points, and proceeded to usher 
every vehicle through a check point. 

The racing quickly stopped as 
the sting heated up. Each vehicle 
was inspected by police, each driver 
breath-tested. 


Working through the night in the 
dark, industrial street were police 
from the Fawkner, Epping, Melton, 
Maribyrnong, and BrimbankTraffic 
Management Units, as well as 
members of the Dog Squad, the 
Air Wing and recently-launched 
Operations Response Unit. 

The Environment Protection 
Authority (EPA) and the Sheriff’s 
Office were also on site supporting 
police. 

By the end of the night 26 cars 
were impounded and 80 notices 
of un-roadworthiness handed out. 
Police were pleased to report they 
did not detect a single drink-driver. 

Pedestrians planning to watch 
the event were also nabbed - 
with each person issued a $200 
by-laws penalty notice as part 
of a trial initiative by the Hume 
Council aimed at punishing those 
supporting the illegal activity. 

The EPA handed out 33 notices 
for offences relating to noise 
pollution, and the Sherriff’s Office 
recovered about $115,000 in 
outstanding fines. 

Fawkner Traffic Management 
Unit’s Senior Sergeant Yvonne 
Upton warned motorists who were 
considering taking part in illegal 
drag racing to think again. 


"Hooning has been a problem in this area and this 
effort proves we are committed to getting these 
dangerous drivers off our roads." 


“This operation was intelligence- 
based and we were very much 
aware of the activities planned,” 

Sen Sgt Upton said. 

“Hooning has been a problem 
in this area and this effort proves 
we are committed to getting these 
dangerous drivers off our roads,” 
Sen Sgt Upton said. 

“Let this be a warning; we 
take hooning seriously and 
we are on to you.” 

Police also detected the following 
offences in the Campbellfield blitz: 
11 Five disqualified drivers 
1 : Five unregistered vehicles 
11 29 penalty notices were 
distributed for unsafe vehicles 
11 10 P-plate offences (related 
to exceeding peer passenger 
restrictions) 

“Until everyone understands 
the dangers involved in this type 
of behaviour, we’ll keep coming up 
with new ways to catch those doing 
the wrong thing.” ■ 
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PRIZED POSSESSIONS 

.01 The ADU organises the sale of 
property at auction, including 
items from vehicles to cosmetics 
and jewellery. 

.02 About 200,000 items seized 
by police line the aisles of the 
Central Property Management 
Unit storage warehouse. 



THE PRIZED POSSESSIONS OF CONVICTED OFFENDERS LINE THE 
WALLS OF A VICTORIA POLICE WAREHOUSE. POLICE LIFE FOUND OUT 
WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CONFISCATED GOODS. 


"We coordinate the safe disposal of dangerous 
and offensive goods like pill presses, hydroponic 
equipment and other drug paraphernalia that are 
destined to be destroyed," 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


I t would take the average person 
years of honest work and saving 
to purchase the Ferrari that sits in 
a car auction house in Melbourne. 
But, for the known criminal that 
it was seized from, it did not take 
long, nor did it take a considerable 
amount of effort. 

The Victoria Police Asset 
Disposal Unit (ADU) manages the 
disposal of unclaimed property 
that has been handed in by the 
public or seized by police for use 
as evidence.The unit also disposes 
of property proven to be proceeds 
of crime or seized by the Sheriff for 
non-payment of fines or warrants. 

Once the property is seized it 
is stored by the Central Property 
Management Unit at a Victoria 
Police warehouse or in police 
stations across Victoria. Then, 
after all investigations and legal 
processes are completed and the 
appeal period has passed, the 
ADU organises for the items to be 
collected and sold at specially- 
selected auction houses. 


ADU manager Elizabeth 
Partington said the unit disposed 
of more than 30,000 items last year 
that generated about $2.2 million 
for the State Government. 

“Thanks to the diligence of police 
members we receive a wide range 
of property from across Victoria,” 
she said. 

“The items we come across 
include anything from luxury cars, 
motorcycles and vintage wine to 
household furniture, baby goods 
and catering equipment.” 

One motorcycle, seized from 
a drug dealer, was an exclusive 
Vincent model and sold for $45,000 
after members of the team 
identified it as a special vehicle. 

The ADU’s eye for detail is also 
used to estimate the value of 
jewellery and organise the sale 
of valuable art pieces. 

While the price tag on some 
items is more than a four-figure 
sum, it is the weird and wonderful 
objects that stick in the minds 
of staff. 

A set of life-sized Blues Brothers 
statues graced the warehouse, 
waiting for its owner’s court case 
to be finished. The statues were 
later sold at auction for $1800. 


Ms Partington said that along 
with organising the sale of property, 
the ADU had other roles. 

“We coordinate the safe disposal 
of dangerous and offensive goods 
like pill presses, hydroponic 
equipment and other drug 
paraphernalia that are destined to 
be destroyed,” Ms Partington said. 

Along with the strange and exotic 
items that go through the ADU 
offices, other not-so-interesting 
items are handled. 

“Every shampoo bottle, cosmetic 
item and bicycle is duly sorted and 
disposed of. Bicycles and electrical 
tools come in by the hundreds,” 

Ms Partington said. 

Vehicles seized by police under 
the hoon vehicle impoundment 
laws also form part of the long list 
of items disposed of by the ADU. 

At the time of Police Life ’s visit, 

14 vehicles were heading for sale 
or having their parts sold. 

“To date, more than 140 forfeited 
and abandoned vehicles have been 
sold. Proceeds from these sales go 
towards paying for the cost of their 
impoundment,” Ms Partington said. 


Throughout the warehouse 
other items, including an olive 
oil bottling machine, karaoke 
machines, forklifts, trucks and 
shoes seized from various criminals 
for being stolen or purchased 
with the proceeds of crime, 
could be seen. 

“Everything seized or 
forfeited by the courts has 
a story,” Ms Partington said. 

“The good part is that the 
proceeds of these crimes are 
being returned to the state. At 
the same time it’s also removing 
the incentives for criminals by 
seizingthe proceeds of their 
criminal activities.” 

The Logistical Support Unit’s 
acting manager Arthur Mittas 
said the unit would not be as 
busy as it was if not for the 
hard work of police. 

“While the courts ultimately 
determine the fate of some of 
these items, the ADU’s job is to 
support police by safely disposing 
of property after investigations 
and legal proceedings are 
complete,” he said. ■ 


"The items we come across include anything 
from luxury cars, motorcycles and vintage 
wine to household furniture, baby goods and 
catering equipment." 
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ROYAL WATCHER 

.01 Members of the CPP Unit keep a 
close watch on Prince William. 


r 

! POLICE LIFE’S MARIA CARNOVALE 
JOINED MEMBERS OFTHE CLOSE 
PERSONAL PROTECTION UNIT AS THEY 
RUBBED SHOULDERS WITH ROYALTY. 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 

EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 

I admit it. I could have a case 
of celebrity worship syndrome, 
also showing symptoms of a 
gossip junkie. 

I was a blubbering mess when 
I shook Prince William’s hand in 
January, so I could only imagine 
what was going through the mind 
of the policeman standing only 
centimetres from him. 

You would think that Sergeant 
Adrian Hooper would be nervous. 
He was shoulder to shoulder with 
the Prince, but he looked calm 
and collected. 

It was not the first time Sgt 
Hooper had been in the presence 
of royalty. The Queen and Prince 
Edward have visited Melbourne 
and gone home safely thanks to 
he and his colleagues. 


Sgt Hooper is a Victoria 
Police Close Personal Protection 
(CPP) member. 

The 73 CPP-trained police, who 
are part of the Force Response 
Unit, protect VIP guests, particularly 
foreign dignitaries and diplomats 
visiting Victoria alongside members 
of the Australian Federal Police. 

“We have the responsibility to 
look after certain people who may 
be at risk. People representing 
their country as the head of their 
state would get protection under 
the Crimes International Protected 
Persons Act” Sgt Hooper said. 

“Their level of protection varies 
based on where they’re from and 
depending on the risk that is 
perceived around them. 

“Generally, if they’re in Victoria, 
from the time they step off the 
plane or walk out of their hotel 
room door to the time they get 
back on the plane they have a 
CPPteam with them.” 

As Prince William greeted 
hundreds of people in a Whittlesea 
street, Sgt Hooper was keeping 
watch. 


"You get to meet a lot of interesting people that 
you wouldn't normally meet, see things and go to 
places a normal policeman wouldn't go," 



Flowers were thrust into the 
Prince’s arms and slyly passed into 
the hands of the Prince’s private 
secretary as people pushed and 
shoved their way forward, trying to 
get close enough to hug or kiss him. 

“Prince William wanted to be 
engaging with people, and that 
makes our work much harder when 
the VIPs are in among the crowd,” 
Sgt Hooper said. 

“The whole time we watch 
people’s hands and eyes, looking 
for quick movements. We’re trained 
to deal with any potential threats 
or attacks, as well as how to deal 
with people who are a little too 
enthusiastic with handshakes 
and hugs.” 

All the while the members, some 
close beside the Prince and others 
in the distance, were talking to 
each other over their police radio 
earpieces and scanningthe area 
for potential threats. 

“A lot of planning and 
preparation goes into a visit. We 
do reconnaissance on a venue and 
a security audit of where the VIP 
is arriving and leaving and have 
alternate emergency protocols 
for it,” Sgt Hooper said. 

“We protect their physical 
wellbeing as well as trying to 
protect their dignity as well. If 
we’re walking down the street, we 
wouldn’t just let them walk into a 
puddle or walk against a red light. 

“Sometimes we have dignitaries 
from eastern countries who don’t 
understand about traffic signals or 
things like that so we try not to let 
them get into risky situations.” 

Sgt Hooper has been among 
the likes of former presidents Bill 
Clinton and George Bush Senior, 
but he claims to have never been 
star struck. 

“You get to meet a lot of 
interesting people that you wouldn’t 
normally meet, see things and 
go to places a normal policeman 
wouldn’t go,” he said. 


“We get to go to a lot of grand 
finals and cricket matches, but also 
board meetings and events. 

“You’re enjoying it because you’re 
at the function, but in the back of 
your mind, you’re at a dinner party 
of 1000 black ties, keeping an eye 
on your person who’s wearing a 
dinner suit. It can be difficult.” 

Days with the rich and 
famous are not always glitz 
and glamour though. 

While Sgt Hooper has visited 
Armani and Burberry stores, he 
also spent a considerable amount 
of time in Target with a person who 
cannot be named. 

“One of the things we pride 
ourselves on is our professionalism 
and confidentiality because we’re 
privy to a lot of information by being 
close to people and overhearing 
conversations,” he said. 

As Sgt Hooper’s 15-hour day 
with Prince William came to a close, 
he was still energetic. 

“You have to be as fresh and 
quick to respond to things as you 
would in your first hour. It takes a 
lot of mental ability and strength to 
be able to focus for that length of 
time,” he said. 

“You don’t want anything to 
happen while you’re doing it. It’s 
the unknown threats that worry 
you, but you just work together as 
a team to overcome a particular 
hurdle or threat.” 

But, the most satisfying part 
of the job... 

“It’s exciting to get them 
on the plane back home,” Sgt 
Hooper said. ■ 
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A PIECE OF OUR PAST 



WONNANGATTA MURDERS 
STILL A MYSTERY 


EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 

PHOTOS REVEALED 

.01 Police carried Bamford’s 
remains on a pack horse 
from Mount Howitt. 

.02 A detective involved in the 
case stands outside the 
Talbotville post office during 
the investigation. 


T he Victoria Police Historical 
Services Unit has uncovered 
photographs relating to the 
92-year-old Wonnangatta murder 
mystery, where station manager 
Jim Barclay and his farm hand, 
John Bamford, were killed. 

The original negatives, taken 
at the crime scene in the small 
Victorian country town, showed 
police searching for clues. 


Mr Barclay was found murdered 
near his rural property in January, 
1918. After a long and arduous trek 
to the murder scene on horseback, 
police located his body and 
transported it back to town. 

It was believed 
Mr Barclay had 
been murdered by 
his employee, Mr 
Bamford, but he 
could not be found. 

In a strange twist, a 
man claiming to be 
Bamford confessed 
to police, but 
police discovered 
that he was an ill 
man pretending 
to be Bamford. 


Investigations resumed and 
weeks later police were called to 
the scene of another murder - that 
of Bamford. His body was found on 
Mount Howitt, 14 miles from the 
scene of Barclay’s murder. 

Mystery still surrounds the 
murders, and while a number 
of theories have been suggested, 
those with ties to Wonnangatta 
believe the truth may never 
be found. ■ 


: Items relating to Victoria Police's 
: history can be seen at the Victoria 
: Police Museum, corner of Flinders 
: and Spencer streets, Melbourne. 

: Opening hours are from 10am 
: to 4pm, Monday to Friday. Entry 
: is free. For more information, 

: telephone 9247 5214. 
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CARTOON 

CONNECTIONS 


WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN 
POLICE LIFE 25 YEARS AGO? 


I n the past, humorous cartoons regularly appeared in 
Police Life. 

This cartoon featured in the March 1960 edition and 
shows police at the scene of a road accident, caused by 
a distracted driver. ■ 




V ictoria Police’s Precision Motorcycle 
Display Team performed at the Royal 
Melbourne Show in September, 1985. 

Despite being disbanded five years 
earlier, the team of 16 members from the 
Traffic Operations Group (TOG) trained for 
six months to prepare for the show, which 
included strategic formations, staggered 
fours, cross-overs, keystone cop capers and 
a finale with flares lighting the night sky. 

The Motorcycle Display Team was set 
up in 1962 to perform at various local and 
interstate shows and charity events. 

The TOG’s Sergeant Terry Cowan-Hacket 
told Police Life the team was dedicated to 
their roles, training and performing in their 
own time. 

“As well as entertaining the public, they 
are also projecting the human side of 
police,” he said. ■ 
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RRSON IS R CRIME 


IF VDU'VE SEEN SOMETHING 

5RV SOMETHING 

enLL 1BOO 333 OOO 

Or report confidentially online at www.crimestoppersxom.au 






vwwvxr i m e stop p ers.com .au 

Remember, for emergencies and immediate 
Police attendance dial 000 
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